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One night, I was layin’ down, I heard
Mama and Papa talkin, I heard Papa tell
Mama: Let that boy boogie woogte,
cause 1t’s in him and it got to come out!

—from “Boogie Chillen,” JOHN LEE HOOKER
MODERN RECORDS, Nov., 1948

JOHN LEE HOOKER Over his long career, John Lee Hooker

brought a unique “boogie” style to the blues. Born in 1917 in Clarksdale, Mississip-
pi, Hooker's early influences came from his father, a gospel preacher, and his step-
father, who gave him his first guitar. Like many other southern blacks, he eventu-
ally left the rural South for the northern cities. He moved to Detroit in 1943, where
he worked in auto and steel factories. In his first year of recording, 1948, he had a
hit with “Boogie Chillen” and topped the charts again in 1951 with “I'm In the
Mood.” From Detroit he went to Chicago, where he recorded more hit songs. In
1970, he moved to California, where he hooked up with young rock musicians and
played blues for a new generation of listeners. In 1990, Hooker won a Grammy
award for “The Healer,” a record that included guest musicians Carlos Santana,
Keith Richards, and Bonnie Raitt among others. He also recorded several times with
the Irish singer and songwriter Van Morrison. Hooker died in 2001.

MUDDY WATERS The originator of modern electric blues,

Muddy Waters was born in Rolling Fork, Mississippi in 1915. He learned to play
the guitar while working as a tractor driver, began recording acoustic blues in
1941, and moved to Chicago in 1943. By 1950 Muddy had put together his arche-
typal blues band, featuring Little Walter Jacobs on amplified harmonica and
himself on electric guitar. Almost every Chicago blues musician of note played in
Muddy’s band over the years, and many of his tunes, such as “Hoochie Coochie
Man” and “Mannish Boy” are considered blues classics. He continued to give
strong performances on both vocals and guitar until his death in 1983.

ROBERT JOHNSON The “King of the Delta Blues Singers,”

Robert Johnson was also a master Delta blues guitarist. Born in Hazlehurst,
Mississippi in 1911, he spent much of his short career playing at plantation
dances and small bars in the Delta area of northwestern Mississippi. Johnson's
clever lyrics and deft guitar playing distinguish his work. He died in 1938.
Some people believe he was poisoned by an angry lover, but the exact circum-
stances of his death are still hazy. Johnson influenced many guitarists, includ-
ing Elmore James and Muddy Waters, who took the Delta “bottleneck” slide
style to the city and amplified it. Some of Johnson's songs, such as “Crossroads”
and “Love in Vain,” were recorded later by rock bands.
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I bought you a new car, and you said, “I want a Cadillac.’
Bought you a ten-dollar dinner, and you said, “Thanks for the snack.”
I let you live in my penthouse, you said it was a shack.
I gave you seven children, and now you want to give ‘em back.

How BLue Can You ceT » B, B. King

THE B l Uues

The best known blues musician today is B.B. King,

and this gentleman’s fame is well-deserved. Born in
Indianola, Mississippi in 1925, he earned the nickname
“B. B.” (“blues boy”) while playing on radio programs
in Memphis, Tennessee, where, like many other Missis-
sippi Delta blacks, he moved during World War II.
From the 1940s through the 1960s, he played mostly
in clubs in the South that, due to segregation, had
only black audiences. In 1948, he had a hit record
with “Three A.M. Blues” and toured steadily thereafter.
His fame spread as he played at blues festivals, concert
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